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Why Are Move-Over / Slow Down Laws Important?


Because nationwide, on average:


  ● one police officer, trooper, or deputy is struck and killed every month;


  ● one firefighter, paramedic, or EMT is struck and killed every 3 months;


  ● one tow truck operator is struck and killed every 3 months; and


  ● DOT employees, traffic flaggers, and contract highway maintenance employees tend to be struck and killed at an even greater rate.


Thousands more are struck and injured on the highways as they operate at emergency incidents, and there are tens of thousands of “close calls” where individuals avoid being struck by mere inches.  As dangerous as it is for firefighter to enter burning buildings, because of the fast moving traffic around them, rendering assistance at highway/roadway incidents such as traffic accidents is nearly as dangerous.


Joining nearly every other state in the nation, in 2010 Maryland’s General Assembly enacted a Move Over / Slow Down law that became on effective October 1, 2010.  Maryland’s Move Over / Slow Down law requires drivers approaching stopped emergency vehicles displaying emergency lights to move over to available lanes not adjacent to the stopped emergency vehicle or, if that is not possible, then to slow to a reasonable and prudent speed that is safe for existing weather, road, and vehicular or pedestrian traffic conditions.  Violation of the ‘move over’ law is a primary offense with a fine of $110 and one point.  However, if the violation contributes to a traffic crash the fine is $150 and three points, or to a traffic crash resulting in death or serious injury the fine is $750 and three points.  


Although Maryland’s Move Over / Slow Down law does not, at present, cover tow truck operators or highway maintenance workers, all drivers are urged to slow down and move over so these men and women can safely perform their jobs on the roadways and come home to their families after their shifts. 


For more information,


H.B. 499, Maryland’s Move Over / Slow Down law, can be viewed here: � HYPERLINK "http://mlis.state.md.us/2010rs/chapters_noln/Ch_541_hb0499E.pdf" �http://mlis.state.md.us/2010rs/chapters_noln/Ch_541_hb0499E.pdf�


Much more information about Move Over / Slow Down laws is available here: � HYPERLINK "http://respondersafety.com/MoveOver.aspx" �http://respondersafety.com/MoveOver.aspx�



































